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poly of cloth-making in the county, for other Yorkshire
towns, including Beverley and Scarborough, could manu-
facture  cloth*.    The  woollen  industry  began  to  spread
through the West Riding, and at an early period Wakefield,
Halifax  and Bradford were  already connected with it2.
This shows that the textile manufacture was growing up in
country places as well as in towns.    There are signs that it
was spreading also in the villages of Gloucestershire, Somer-
setshire   and   Hampshire;    thus   there   were  weavers  at
Cheltenham and Dunster, fullers at Clively and Hawkes-
bury, and fulling mills at Waltham, Sutton and Alresford 3.
Indeed the regulations of the gild merchant of Leicester 4 in
1264, forbidding craftsmen to weave the cloth of neighbour-
ing villages unless they were short of work, would suggest
that the industrial rivalry of the towns and country districts
is older than historians of the cloth trade seem to have
recognized.    Incidentally, it is an additional proof of the
size and importance of the textile manufacture.    In Norfolk
the worsted trade was established at Worstead and Aylsham.
Norwich itself had not yet become the seat of a weaving
industry but traded in leather and leather goods, although
the French chronicler, Jordan Fantosme, explains the easy
capture of the city by rebels in 1174 on the ground that the
men of Norwich " for the most part were weavers ;   they
knew not how to bear arms in knightly wise ".    However
this may be, a number of inhabitants were engaged in the
finishing processes of the woollen industry, fulling and dye-
ing 5.    In Suffolk6 we find mention of fullers at Bury St.
1 Patent Rolls, 1345-1348, p. 199. See Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters,
i. 263, for Henry II.'s charter to the weavers of York.
3 Victoria County History, Yorkshire, ii. 407-408 ; Heaton, The York-
shire Woollen Industries, 4-7. Bradford had a fulling mill in 1311 worth
2os. a year : James, History of Bradford, 61.
3 For Clively, Hawkesbury and Cheltenham : Victoria County History,
Gloucestershire, ii. 157. For Dunster : Victoria County History, Somerset-
shire, ii. 407. For Waltham, etc. : Victoria County History, Hampshire,
v. 478.                                                            * Records of Leicester, i. 105.
5 For the worsted trade, see infra, p. 488 ; and for Norwich, Records oj
Norwich, ii. pp. xii, xxii-xxiii. A weaver at Norwich is mentioned in the
leet rolls in 1289 : Hudson, Leet Jurisdiction in Norwich, 30.
* For Bury : Chronica Jocelini, 76. For Ipswich : Proceedings of the
Suffolk Institute of Archceology, xii. part ii. 137-157. For Blackbourne:
Powell, A Suffolk Hundred in 1283, p. xxi.